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We understand Education as a process of development of personal skills such as creativity, competences and mobility. 

Secondary school is the way to bring a person to the world of tasks and answers, but some students stay in this way for the whole life taking the world as simple and solvable. University brings a person to the world of problems that could not be resolved simply step by step.  The main problem here is the human and his consciousness.

The form and methods that should be used in teaching the religion are ambiguous because socio-cultural knowledge is usually impersonal and beyond the every day experience.  Teaching the philosophy and practice of Buddhism as well as other confessions lead to the opening internal power these confessions believe in. The teacher should not be dependent on one of the confession, but should be a practitioner.  The rational and qualified education may encourage person’s inner work “but the awakening and insight could be achieved only from the inside”. Addressing not to the “assistant” through the pray but to inside through the meditation. 

In the middle of 70th I was reading Buddhism Philosophy course to the 3 years students of  Humanitarian Science  Department of Novosibirsk State University. Reading the course of Buddhism philosophy was seditious from the state security authority’s point of view. 

Firstly it is a doctrinal construction, outlook framework regarded as base beliefs. Secondly, it is philosophy as a personal reflective measure of correspondence between doctrine and personal participation in it (philosophy will play theology’s role lately). And thirdly it is study of psychopractice that from one side implements the personalized influence, from another it is a base for theory. In these terms including Buddhism in education can help much to rethink Russian introversion, give a new impulse to the contemplateness development and disclose our psychological directivity. 

The main accent in the course was made on the orientation to individual, his own truly “deific” possibilities of mental practice and rejection from “deific governing” and outside guardianship. It is different type of rationality, not a ritual dispute proof etc. 

The Soviet high school cannot be described as totally wrong system despite the universalistic view of some researches. I feel proud for teaching the philosophy in the Novosibirsk University that is unique high school and perhaps not just for Soviet educational process. 

I had the second experience of teaching Buddhism in HSE. I was reading the course in Political Science Department in the second semester 2003-2004 school year.   

Buddhism becomes a point of interest as a confession that is not orthogonal to world religions, aims at humanness of compassion mission, logical and in its cosmogony corresponds to the modern physic science and cosmology. 

In Buddhism the connection between personal and religious experience is direct. This is because of the nature of Buddhism, it is not just reflection about doctrine but also a source of it. Buddhism binds with religious experience that provides empiric facts. That’s why Buddhism is more likely to be a meta-theory in Bakhtin-Giddens sense. 



